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17 July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I wanted to update you all with regards to our plans for September opening and had hoped I would have all the pieces 

of the ‘jigsaw’ to finally piece together a linked up plan as nothing works in isolation.   

As you are aware the government’s expectation is for ALL students to return in September and that Parents/carers in 

England who fail to send their children back to school in September will face fines unless they have a good reason for 

them not attending.   

To support this guidance we have updated our whole school risk assessment and reviewed current measures in place 

(this can be found on our website and has been shared with the local authorities and unions).  As a result we will 

continue to follow a 2 meter distance where possible and a 1 meter plus if not.  We will continue to support 

government guidance for hygiene and follow a rigorous cleaning regime alongside regular handwashing.  Students will 

be required and supported to use hand sanitizer when they arrive before entering the school building and then 

encouraged to wash with soap and water on entering the building.  We have organised the school into three bubbles 

to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus and to allow us to respond to any outbreaks without having to close the 

whole school.  Each bubble will have its own lunch and break times and remain as much as possible within their area 

of school with consistent members of staff.  Hot meals will be provided again for those students eligible for free school 

meals and for those whom wish to order and pay.  Students lunches will however, for the majority of students be 

delivered by our catering team to classrooms as opposed to eating in the main hall with the exception of those students 

who are based on the first or second floor of the buildings, in order to ensure there are no health and safety risks 

transporting hot food upstairs.  Visitors will still be limited and only permitted by prior arrangement, with agreement 

by me and with an identified direct impact on a student(s).  Unfortunately parents assemblies and collective 

celebrations will be on hold for the foreseeable future.   

Transport arrangements for drop off and pick up will remain as they are currently, with the majority of vehicles 

accessing the rear of the school (only those vehicles with prior agreement from me should drop off at the front of 

school).  If you are dropping your child off at school using a vehicle please ensure that you follow the direction of 

school staff wearing high visibility jackets who will direct you.  Please note reversing once in the school playground is 

not permitted and there should be no lane changing either, this is to ensure the safety of all the students and staff.  

Once in the vehicle line up adjacent to the school building please turn your vehicle engine off and wait for a member 

of staff to assist your child to exit the vehicle and use hand sanitizer before entering school.  We will be issuing you 

with a vehicle number sticker that we request you place in the bottom left hand side of your windscreen so that it is 

visible to us when you arrive and help us to speed up the process of identifying which child we are supporting, in the 



right order of arrival.   Gates will open at 8.50am, please do not arrive before this time as our staff will have problems 

parking in the car park.  Gates will open at 2.50pm, again please do not arrive on site before this time. 

We have a dedicated room identified in school should any child or member of staff become symptomatic and will 

follow our existing protocols in place to manage this and also adhere to and follow the track and trace process as laid 

out by the local authority.   

Any updates or changes that are implemented over the summer will be published on our website and on our facebook 

page and you can contact me via email michelle.hockham@woodlands.n-yorks.sch.uk with any specific questions or 

concerns as I will be checking them periodically over the break whilst we continue to work together during these 

unprecedented and disruptive times. 

Thank you for your support and patience this year, have a great summer and we look forward to welcoming all students 

back on 9 September 2020. 

Best wishes 

M Hockham 

Michelle Hockham   

Headteacher 

mailto:michelle.hockham@woodlands.n-yorks.sch.uk

